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The Big Little Village

Why is the Census so important?
• Mandated by US Constitution

• Influence
• Apportionment and redistricting 

• Guides both public and private-sector decision-making
• Basis of other datasets, including American Community 

Survey (ACS), HUD data

• Funding
• Equitable distribution of public funds

• $880 billion across 2500 programs in 26 federal agencies in education, health care, infrastructure, and more

• Westchester County sales tax distribution
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What Data is Collected?
Count of the population
Housing units and vacancy
Age, sex, relationship
Race and origin
Tenure (own or rent)
Citizenship (blocked)
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Ways to Respond?

Online

Phone

Paper
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Voluntary Participation

Census Tract 129 – center of Village
Predicted non-response 24.9%

Census Tract 130 – surrounding areas
Predicted no-response 20.8%
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Village Communication
January

• Paragraph in quarterly water bill 
letter

• E-newsletter

• Facebook

February 
• Presentation at Village Board 

Meeting

• Presentation at Fox Center

• E-newsletter

• Facebook

March
• E-newsletter

• Facebook ad purchase

April & May
• Status updates at Village Board 

Meeting

• Paragraph in quarterly water 
bill letter

• E-newsletter

• Facebook 
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Census Bureau

Karen Barnes, 
Partnership Specialist, U.S. Census Bureau

Enumerators (Census Takers)
• Will go door-to-door after five mailing attempts for 

voluntary participation. 
• Hiring Enumerators 
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How Can You Help?

• Actively encourage participation

• Distribute communications

• Ease fears about use of data

• Host an event

• Join Count Kisco Committee

• Strategies shared by Louisa Granda











  
George Latimer 
County Executive 
 

 
Office of the County Executive 
 
Michaelian Office Building 
148 Martine Avenue                               Email: ce@westchestergov.com 
White Plains, New York 10601 Telephone:  (914)995-2900            westchestergov.com  
 

                                                                       January 14, 2020  

 

Dear Westchester Mayors and Supervisors,  

 

This letter is to notify you that Westchester County has been awarded a grant to update the Westchester 

County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan, which was last accepted by FEMA in 2015 and includes all 

municipalities (herein referred to as “the Project”). Your municipality is invited to participate in the Project which 

will include the completion of an updated plan “annex’ for your community. This Project will be carried out in 

compliance with State and Federal criterion.[1]  

 

Local governments engage in hazard mitigation planning to identify risks and vulnerabilities associated 

with natural disasters, and develop long-term strategies for protecting people and property from future hazard 

events. Moreover, a FEMA-approved hazard mitigation plan is a condition for receiving certain types of non-

emergency disaster assistance, including Federal funding for mitigation projects. Hazard Mitigation Plans must be 

updated and adopted on a five-year cycle in order to remain eligible for Federal mitigation project grant 

funding. For all jurisdictions, including those communities with expiring individual plans, this Project will provide 

your municipality with an updated plan and, upon FEMA approval, will meet the planning requirement for future 

mitigation project grant funding applications.   

 

Please note that New York State and FEMA are strongly encouraging all municipalities to become part of a 

countywide or multi-jurisdictional plan.  The requirements and expectations for participation are outlined in the 

attached Letter of Intent to Participate (LOI). Project participation requires this LOI be drafted on your 

municipal letterhead, signed by an authorized local official and returned by January 31, 2020 to Westchester 

County OEM, 200 Bradhurst Avenue, Hawthorne, NY 10532.   

 

All participating municipalities will be notified of the date and location for the project “Kick Off” meeting at 

which time the process, benefits, expectations and timeline will be discussed in detail. It is anticipated that the work 

associated with the plan update will be conducted during the 2020 calendar year and will include participation in 3-4 

meetings and providing information to the County’s consultant.   

 

Please contact the Office of Emergency Management at 914-864-5451 with any questions you might have 

regarding this Project and to confirm the status of your municipality’s current plan.   

 

                                                                                Respectfully, 

 

 

 
                                                                                               

                                                                                 George Latimer 

                                                                                 Westchester County Executive  

                                                           
[1] Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, Public Law 93-288, 42 U.S.C. § 5121, et seq., as amended by the Disaster Mitigation Act 

of 2000 (DMA), Public Law 106-390, and the  requirements set forth under 44 C.F.R. Part 201, §201.6, and NYS Planning Standards   



   

 

 

 

 

January 22, 2020 

 

 

 

 

Director Dennis Delborgo 

Westchester County Department of Emergency Services 

Office of Emergency Management 

200 Bradhurst Avenue 

Hawthorne, NY  10532   

 

Subject: Westchester County Multi-jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 

Authorization and Letter of Intent to Participate – Village/Town of Mount Kisco 

 

Dear Mr. Delborgo: 

 

Per your letter, dated January 14th, 2020, the Village/Town of Mount Kisco is committed to 

participating in the Westchester County Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMP) Update project.   By way 

of this letter, the Village/Town of Mount Kisco: 

 

1.  Authorizes the Westchester County Hazard Mitigation Steering Committee (“Steering 

Committee”), to guide and direct this planning process, perform certain parts of the planning 

process, and prepare certain parts of the plan documents on our behalf. 

2.  Agrees to meet the minimum requirements of municipal participation (a.k.a. the Planning 

Partner Expectations), specifically:  

 Execute and return this “Authorization and Acknowledgement” letter to the Westchester 

County Department of Emergency Services, attention:  Dennis Delborgo, Director-

Emergency Management. 

 Designate municipal representatives to serve as the planning points of contact (POC), 

below.  These individuals will be responsible for representing the municipality and 

assuring that these participation expectations are met by the municipality. 

 Involve the local NFIP Floodplain Administrator in the planning process. 

 Provide representation at municipal Planning Committee meetings (~ 3 meetings over 3 

months, in addition to a Kick-Off Meeting and a Mitigation Strategy Workshop). 

 Assist with the identification of stakeholders within the community that should be 

informed and potentially involved with the planning process. 



 Coordinate local planning activities with the Steering Committee selected to oversee the 

development of this plan. 

 Identify specific mitigation actions and potential funding sources to address each of the 

natural hazards posing significant [or high or medium] risk to the municipality.   

 Provide data and information about the municipality in a timely manner as requested by 

the Steering Committee and/or the contract consultant, including: 

o Mitigation project activity in the municipality in the last five years, including 

progress on previously identified mitigation actions  

o Structure and facility inventory data including identified Critical Facilities 

o Planned new development and anticipated development projects 

o Natural hazard risk areas including FEMA Special Flood Hazard Areas  

o Natural hazard events and losses that have impacted the municipality in the last 

five years 

o Plans, studies, reports and ordinances addressing natural hazard risk 

o Disaster evacuation routes, procedures, and shelter plans 

o Potential sites for placement of temporary housing for residents displaced by 

disasters. 

 Support public outreach efforts in the municipality which may include: 

o Providing notices of the planning project on your municipal website with links to 

a County project website 

o Providing notice of the planning project, the availability of Plan documents, and 

notice of public meetings via available local media (e.g. newsletters, flyers, email 

blasts, social media, etc.) 

o Advertising and supporting public meetings in the municipality and area 

o Supporting outreach to National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) Repetitive Loss 

and Severe Repetitive Loss property owners in the municipality. 

 Review draft Plan sections when requested and provide comment and input as 

appropriate within established time schedules. 

 Facilitate the process to adopt the Plan by resolution of the municipal governing body 

after FEMA conditional approval. 

 Track and periodically provide the Steering Committee with reports of municipal staff 

and volunteer labor spent on the planning process for the purpose of meeting the non-

Federal grant match. 

3.  Assigns the following persons to be the Points of Contact for the municipality.  We 

understand that these POCs are responsible for assuring municipal representation at municipal 

Planning Committee meetings, and assuring that the other minimum requirements of 

jurisdictional participation, as detailed in the Planning Partner Expectations above, are met. 

 

Primary POC: Edward Brancati 

 

Position/Department: Village Manager 

Phone Number: (914) 864-0001  

 

Email Address: ebrancati@mountkiscony.gov 

   



Alternate/Secondary POC: Kenneth 

Famulare 

 

Position/Department: Assistant Village 

Manager 

Phone Number: (914) 864-0059  

 

Email Address: 

kfamulare@mountkiscony.gov 

 

4.  Our designated local Floodplain Administrator (FPA) under the NFIP is: 

Name of NFIP FPA: Peter Miley Position/Department: Building Inspector 

Phone Number: (914) 864-0024 Email Address: pmiley@mountkiscony.gov 

    

5.  Recognizes that failure to meet the minimum participation expectations and deadlines, as 

determined by the Steering Committee will result in the municipality being excluded from the 

planning process.  

 

 

Sincerely, 



Village of Mount Kisco 
Renovation of Fire Stations 
 
Contract Amendment Three 
January 2, 2020 
 
The original Agreement between the Village/Town of Mount Kisco, New York (“Owner”) and H2M 
architects + engineers (“Architect”) (each a “Party” and together the “Parties”) was dated and consists of 
the following components. 
 
1. AIA B104 dated June 30, 2016 
2. Rider dated June 29, 2016 
3. H2M proposal dated February 11, 2016 – Percentage of Construction Fee of 7.5% (Basic Services) 
 
Whereas, the Agreement has been twice previously amended: 
 
1. Amendment 1 dated April 9, 2018 pertaining to add site/civil engineering services - $70,000 
2. Amendment 2 dated August 1, 2018 pertaining to enhanced construction inspection services - 

$515,300 
 
Whereas, the Architect’s initial construction cost opinion for the originally anticipated scope of work was 
$10.25 million, and 
 
Whereas, the resulting Basic Services Design Fee based on the Original Agreement (7.5% of $10.25 
million), was $768,750, and 
 
Whereas, the Architect’s initial cost opinion contained an error, contributing to insufficient funding being 
obtained by the Owner for the originally anticipated scope of the project, and 
 
Whereas, the Architect’s current construction cost opinion is $14.25 million for the current project scope 
of work, which was the basis of the Village’s successful obtaining of additional bond financing of $4 million, 
and 
 
Whereas, the resulting Basic Services Design Fee for the current project scope of work based on the 
Original Agreement (7.5% of $14.25 million), is $1,068,750, and 
 
Whereas, the Owner has incurred direct expenses in seeking additional financing a second time for the 
current project scope of work of approximately $60,000, and  
 
Whereas, the Parties desire to settle any and all claims between them arising from those expenses, and 
any other issues related to the difference in the original and current construction cost opinions. 
 
Therefore, the Architect agrees to fix its fee for the design of the current scope of work for the project 
($14.25 million construction cost opinion) at the original Basic Services Design Fee amount of $768,750 
($300,000 fee reduction), plus a reduction of $60,000, for a total Basic Services Design Fee of $708,750, 
regardless of the effort expended to fully complete the design of the current scope of work.  However, 
the remaining additional services and fees from the first two amendments shall remain in effect. 
 



In return, the Owner agrees that all existing and future claims and causes of action concerning the 
difference in the cost opinions are hereby settled in exchange for the Architect’s commitment to complete 
the design services for the current scope of work at the fixed Basic Services Design Fee of $708,750. 
 
By: 
 
Village of Mount Kisco 
 
 
  
Edward W. Brancati, Village Manager 
 
 
H2M Architects + Engineers 
 
 
  
Richard W. Humann, CEO 



MAYOR 

Gina D. Picinich 

VILLAGE TRUSTEES 

Jean M. Farber 

DEPUTY MAYOR 

Isidoro Albanese 

Peter F. Grunchal 

Karen B. Schleimer 

VILLAGE/TOWN OF MOUNT KISCO 

WESTCHESTER COUNTY, NEW YORK 

104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, NY 10549-0150 

Tel (914) 241-0500 • Fax (914) 241-9018 

www.mountkiscony.gov 

OATH OF OFFICE 

STATE OF NEW YORK ) 
:ss.: MOUNT KISCO 

COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER) 

VILLAGE MANAGER 

Edward W Brancati 

ASSISTANT 

VILLAGE MANAGER 

Kenneth L. Famulare 

I, Roger Miller having been appointed as the Town Assessor for the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco, do solemnly swear that I will support the 

Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of New 

York, and that I am eligible to hold the office to which I have been 

appointed, and that I will faithfully discharge the duties thereof to the best 

of my ability. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

This ____ day of ___ , 2020 

Term: 

10/01/2019- 9/31/2025 




